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RECOGNIZING OFFICER GREG GOR-
DON FOR RECEIVING THE GOLD 
MEDAL OF VALOR 

HON. JEFF MILLER 
OF FLORIDA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, January 20, 2010 

Mr. MILLER of Florida. Madam Speaker, I 
rise today to recognize Officer Greg Gordon of 
the Pensacola Police Department upon receiv-
ing the Gold Medal of Valor, the department’s 
highest honor. Officer Gordon is a dedicated 
public servant, and I am proud to honor his 
heroism and commitment. 

On July 3, 2009, Officer Gordon was en 
route to police headquarters when he re-
sponded to a call regarding a 9-1-1 hang up. 
Upon arriving at the scene, he saw smoke 
coming from the house and was told the resi-
dent was likely still inside the burning building. 
When he did not receive a response from the 
front door, Officer Gordon kicked in the door 
and crawled under the smoke to find the 
home’s occupant. Officer Gordon pulled the 
man through the burning house and safely 
outside. Although Officer Gordon and the resi-
dent were treated for injuries, both came out 
safely. 

For this selfless act of heroism, Officer Gor-
don is being awarded the Pensacola Police 
Department’s highest award, the Gold Medal 
of Valor. Officer Gordon is only the 10th police 
officer to receive the medal since the depart-
ment was formed in 1821. He was first hired 
as a cadet in 1996 and was promoted to po-
lice officer in 1999. A former SWAT member, 
Officer Gordon is assigned currently to the 
Uniform Patrol Division. Part of his patrol juris-
diction includes my Pensacola office, and his 
service to our office has been outstanding. 

Madam Speaker, on behalf of the United 
States Congress, I am privileged to recognize 
Officer Greg Gordon for going above and be-
yond the call of duty. He is a true American 
hero and an invaluable member of our com-
munity. My wife Vicki and I wish Officer Gor-
don and his family all the best for the future. 

f 

HONORING THE LIFE OF BEN KATZ 

HON. RODNEY ALEXANDER 
OF LOUISIANA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, January, 20, 2010 

Mr. ALEXANDER. Madam Speaker, I rise 
today in honor and remembrance of the life 
and achievements of Ben Katz, who passed 
away on January 13, 2010. 

Ben was a dedicated public servant, and it 
is his connection and involvement in his com-
munity for which he will always be remem-
bered. 

Survived by his wife, Louisiana State Rep-
resentative Kay Katz, Ben took over where 
she left off serving Monroe, La. as City Coun-
cilman for District 2 since 2000. In this capac-

ity, he was voted by his peers to serve as City 
Council vice-chairman from 2007 to 2009. 

His commitment to the Monroe community 
did not end here. Among his impressive list of 
endeavors, Ben was also a member of the I- 
20 Economic Development District Board, 
Ouachita Council of Governments and the City 
of Monroe Insurance Committee. 

Ben was an inspiration to all who knew him. 
I wish to express my deepest condolences to 
his family, and may God continue to bless the 
memory of a man who will truly be missed by 
his family, his friends and his community. 

Madam Speaker, I ask my colleagues to join 
me in honoring the late Ben Katz. 

f 

TESTIMONY ON DR. JAIRY C. 
HUNTER’S 25 YEARS OF SERVICE 
AS PRESIDENT OF CHARLESTON 
SOUTHERN UNIVERSITY 

HON. HENRY E. BROWN, JR. 
OF SOUTH CAROLINA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, January 20, 2010 

Mr. BROWN of South Carolina. Madam 
Speaker, I rise today to recognize Dr. Jairy C. 
Hunter, Jr. for 25 years of service as Presi-
dent of Charleston Southern University. Dr. 
Hunter assumed his role as President in 1984 
during a difficult time in the school’s history, 
but through strong leadership and a clear vi-
sion, the new President led the school towards 
academic greatness. 

25 years later, Dr. Hunter’s guidance pro-
duced record enrollment numbers, significant 
budget growth, and new degree and athletic 
programs, to name a few of his many accom-
plishments. Working with her husband, Sissy 
Hunter’s dedication to the school has im-
proved university relationships and made 
scholarship programs possible. Throughout 
the years, Dr. Hunter never lost sight of the 
school’s Christian background and has kept 
faith at the forefront of Charleston Southern 
University’s mission. 

Dr. Jairy and Sissy Hunter are respected 
leaders not only within the Charleston South-
ern University community, but throughout the 
city of Charleston. Dr. Hunter, thank you for 
your dedication to Charleston Southern Uni-
versity and your commitment to academic ex-
cellence in South Carolina’s First District. 

f 

HONORING THE BOY SCOUTS OF 
AMERICA ON THEIR 100TH ANNI-
VERSARY 

HON. J. GRESHAM BARRETT 
OF SOUTH CAROLINA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, January 20, 2010 

Mr. BARRETT of South Carolina. Madam 
Speaker, today, I rise to honor the Boy Scouts 
of America on their 100th anniversary. 

The Boy Scouts of America has been at the 
forefront of instilling timeless values in youth 

since its founding in 1910. Throughout its 100- 
year history, it has helped millions of youth 
succeed by providing the support, friendship, 
and mentoring necessary to live a happy and 
fulfilling life. 

Today, the Boy Scouts of America is the 
largest youth service organization in America, 
with nearly 3 million members. These mem-
bers learn responsible citizenship, character 
development, and self-reliance through partici-
pation in a wide range of outdoor activities, 
educational programs and career-oriented pro-
grams in partnership with local community 
groups. 

The Boy Scouts have always held a special 
place in my heart because in 1951, my father 
started Boy Scout Troup 108—the first Boy 
Scout organization in Westminster, South 
Carolina. As a matter of fact, one of the first 
service projects of this troop was to raise the 
American Flag over the Westminster Post Of-
fice. 

On this momentous anniversary, I would like 
to thank all of the Scouts for their service to 
their local communities and to our Nation. I 
would also like to thank their parents for all of 
the time and energy they have committed to 
scouting. It is the values of service, character, 
and leadership—the core values of scouting— 
that make our country great. 

f 

H. CON. RES. 226, SUPPORTING THE 
‘‘SPIRIT OF ’45’’ 

HON. BOB FILNER 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Wednesday, January 20, 2010 

Mr. FILNER. Madam Speaker, I rise in sup-
port of a resolution that I have introduced: H. 
Con. Res. 226 which supports the Spirit of ’45, 
a yearlong national campaign to raise public 
awareness of the 65th anniversary of the end 
of World War II, and the Spirit of ’45 Day, to 
be observed each year on the second Sunday 
in August. 

1945 was a defining year in the last century. 
Even after victory in Europe in World War II, 
our nation still faced many hard fought battles 
in the Pacific and the decision to use the 
atomic bomb. In August of that year, Japan 
surrendered, the war was over, and America 
joined the world to begin the work of peace. 
The United States started with the job of re-
building allies and former enemies alike, lead-
ing the effort to form the United Nations, and 
helping millions of returning veterans begin 
their civilian lives with the G.I. Bill. 

To raise awareness about this 65th anniver-
sary, the Spirit of ’45 is encouraging commu-
nities to hold commemorative events on the 
Spirit of ’45 Day, the second Sunday in Au-
gust, to honor the legacy of the World War II 
generation whose members are rapidly pass-
ing into history. Everyone is asked to collect 
first-hand memories of those who experienced 
August 14, 1945, memories that will be pre-
served on a Web site and shared with 
schools, 
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libraries, museums, memorials and the public 
as a permanent reminder of a time when peo-
ple came together to face common challenges 
as a united country. Many of the memories 
can also be forwarded to the Veterans History 
Project of the Library of Congress. 

The 2010 Spirit of ’45 activities will officially 
kick off at a reunion of World War II veterans 
on the USS Midway in San Diego, on Monday 
January 18, 2010. Invited to participate are 
World War II legends Ernest Borgnine, Tony 
Curtis, Kirk Douglas, and Hugh O’Brien. Also 
invited is Edith Shain, the nurse who was pho-
tographed being kissed by a joyous sailor in 
Times Square on August 14, 1945. A presen-
tation will be made to the family of Bob Hope 
in honor of his legacy of support of our men 
and women in uniform. 

The next major event of the Spirit of ’45 will 
be right here in Washington, D.C. when hun-
dreds of people will gather at the National 
World War II Memorial and lead the Memorial 
Day Parade down Constitution Avenue. Mov-
ing toward the weekend of August 14–15, 
public events are to be held across the coun-
try to commemorate the 65th anniversary of 
the end of World War II, including a major 
event already being planned in New York 
City’s Times Square. Later events are being 
discussed for October, the 65th anniversary of 
the founding of the United Nations, and on 
Veterans Day in November. 

The events will focus on how to assure that 
our ‘‘latest generation’’ of veterans receives 
the kind of welcome home as did their fore-
fathers of the World War II generation, through 
education and training under the newly-passed 
‘‘Post 9/11 G.I. Bill,’’ employment opportuni-
ties, and many other ways of helping in their 
efforts to reconnect with their communities. I 
urge my colleagues to join in support of these 
remembrances of the ending of World War II 
by co-sponsoring H. Con. Res. 226. 

f 

RECOGNIZING CAPTAIN JOSEPH A. 
IANNITTI—SCOTTSDALE 
HEALTHCARE’S ‘‘SALUTE TO 
MILITARY’’ HONOREE 

HON. HARRY E. MITCHELL 
OF ARIZONA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, January 20, 2010 

Mr. MITCHELL. Madam Speaker, I rise 
today to honor a member of the Armed Forces 
from my home state of Arizona. Each month, 
Scottsdale Healthcare recognizes service 
members who perform diligent service to this 
country. Scottsdale Healthcare has recognized 
Captain Joseph A. Iannitti for the month of 
January. 

I commend Scottsdale Healthcare for paying 
tribute to such an exceptional service member 
for his bravery and service to our country. 

Captain Joseph A. Iannitti has served in the 
Army for nine years and is currently the Exec-
utive Officer for the 286th Signal Company, 
11th Air Defense Artillery Brigade at Fort Bliss, 
Texas. Next month, he will deploy to Kuwait 
as a communications officer. 

During his service Joseph has received nu-
merous awards. He was awarded two com-
mendation medals, an achievement medal, 
Good Conduct Medal, National Defense Serv-
ice Medal, Reserve Mobilization Medal and a 
Global War on Terrorism Service Medal. 

Madam Speaker, please join me in recog-
nizing this courageous service member for his 
outstanding contributions while serving our 
country. 

f 

A TRIBUTE TO AARON AND 
ASHLEY REDING 

HON. BRETT GUTHRIE 
OF KENTUCKY 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, January 20, 2010 

Mr. GUTHRIE. Madam Speaker, I rise today 
to honor Aaron and Ashley Reding of 
Howardstown, Kentucky as the recipients of 
the 2010 American Farm Bureau Federation’s 
Young Farmers and Ranchers Achievement 
Award. 

On January 11, 2010, the couple was an-
nounced as the winners of the Young Farmers 
& Ranchers (YF&R) Achievement Award at 
the American Farm Bureau Federation’s 91st 
annual meeting in Seattle, Washington. The 
Redings had gone on to win this national title 
after being named the Kentucky Farm Bu-
reau’s Outstanding Young Farm Family in De-
cember of 2009. 

The award recognizes young farmers and 
ranchers that have excelled with their respec-
tive operations and that have demonstrated a 
sense of commitment to promoting the agri-
culture industry. This honor is a well-deserved 
recognition of the rapid growth and financial 
progress of the Reding family’s farm as well 
as a testament to years of hard work and 
dedication. 

The Reding family operates a large-scale 
row crop operation and this year they grew 
1,500 acres of both corn and soybeans in ad-
dition to 450 acres of wheat. Aaron bought 
two farms in the early 2000s and was later 
granted ownership of his family’s farm in 2003. 
Ashley has also dedicated her life to agri-
culture, retiring from teaching to stay home 
and tend to the human resource and techno-
logical aspects of the farm, as well as to raise 
their three children. 

The Redings have assumed a leadership 
role within their community, promoting not just 
their farm but the agriculture industry as a 
whole. They regularly host school tours and 
county leadership groups and often work with 
chemical and seed companies in conducting 
research. Aaron and Ashley have even com-
bined forces with their local press to draft an 
informative story about GPS and farming. 

Among other organizations, both Aaron and 
Ashley are members of the American Soybean 
Association. Aaron is president of the Ken-
tucky Soybean Association, a member of the 
county extension council and is a regional offi-
cer for the State Young Farmer Association. 
He is also currently the vice president and 
chairman of the policy development committee 
while Ashley is an active member on the wom-
en’s committee. 

I want to thank Aaron and Ashley, along 
with their children, for serving as a role model 
for all Kentucky families, especially those with-
in the rapidly changing farming industry. I 
hope their success continues for many years 
to come. 

PAYING TRIBUTE TO THE 1270 
FIFTH AVENUE RESIDENTS AS 
THEIR COOPERATIVE MARKS ITS 
50TH ANNIVERSARY 

HON. CHARLES B. RANGEL 
OF NEW YORK 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, January 20, 2010 

Mr. RANGEL. Madam Speaker, this year 
marks the 50th Anniversary of the 1270 Fifth 
Avenue Cooperative in my Congressional Dis-
trict. 1270 has the distinction of being the first 
middle-income co-op in my and surrounding 
Congressional Districts and the only residen-
tial co-op in Manhattan that is a cooperative 
nonprofit corporation. 

Incorporated on August 8, 1957, under the 
New York State Cooperative Corporations 
Law, the building was constructed with a 
stream of funding from Section 213 of Title II 
of the National Housing Act. The $4.5 million 
dollar mortgage held by the Federal Housing 
Administration has since matured in November 
of 1999. 

Despite the neighborhood’s initial negative 
reaction to 1270s construction, there was a 
tremendous demand for the apartments. At a 
time when segregated housing in Manhattan 
was still the norm, 1270, which was unre-
stricted regardless of race, gender, or creed, 
and priced for middle-income residents, was 
seen by minorities and liberal-minded folks as 
a desirable place to live. By November 1959 
when the building first opened for occupancy, 
194 of the 201 available units had been sold. 
The remaining seven apartments were sold 
and occupied by July 1961. 

Making history for 1270 had its difficult mo-
ments. A board of directors was quickly elect-
ed in order to tackle problems as they sur-
faced. Throughout the years of struggle to es-
tablish and maintain a viable middle-income 
cooperative in East Harlem, the families and 
individuals at 1270 held together through a 
tremendous sense of home and community. 
Men and women who arrived as young adults 
lived and raised their children, and grew old 
here. Neighbors became lifelong friends and 
took care of each other. 

There is no better measure of 1270’s suc-
cess than the fact that people who move 
there, stay there. Of the 201 shareholders, 69 
percent have been there for more than 10 
years; 44 percent for more than 20 years; 35 
percent for more than 30 years; and 17 per-
cent for more than 40 years. The average 
length of residency is 21.6 years. 

1270 was and continues to be called home 
by multiple celebrities and other notables, in-
cluding: Odetta, internationally celebrated folk 
singer; James Dumpson, former commissioner 
of the New York City Department of Health 
and Welfare; Elaine Jones, former executive 
director of the NAACP Legal Defense and 
Education Fund; Verne Oliver, former head-
master of New Lincoln School; Debbie Allen, 
television and stage actress; Phylicia Rashad, 
television and stage actress; Charles Henry 
Alston, internationally acclaimed artist; Ruth 
Slenczynska, internationally acclaimed concert 
pianist; Gus Trowbridge, founder of Manhattan 
Country School; Lois Small, founder of senior 
dance group, ‘‘The Steppers’’; the family of 
Ralph Bunche, Nobel Peace Prize Laureate; 
the family of Harry Belafonte, singer; and the 
family of Johnny Mathis, singer. 
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